97. A MESSAGE THAT SAVED

One day, Mr. Quinn said to Bapu: "Please write
something in Gujarati for me on a piece of paper, so
that I may be able to familiarize my eyes with Guja-
rati handwriting." Bapu wrote in Gujarati: "Show
love to your prisoners, and if you ever feel angry, over-
come your anger and become calm."

This same Mr. Quinn became, later, Superinten-
dent of Visapur Jail, and several political prisoners
from Gujarat t arrived there. Something happened,
and Mr. Quinn became exceedingly annoyed, the
'politicals', in their turn, getting so angry with him
that, ultimately, he would have resorted to shooting to
bring them under control. But in Mr. Quinn's pocket
lay the piece of paper on which Bapu had written
that Gujarati sentence. He took it and read it over
and over again, became calm, and even apologized to
the satjagrahis.

I am reminded of another somewhat similar in-
cident. An Anglo-Indian servant in the prison asked
Bapu for his autograph. Bapu wrote: "It costs nothing
to be kind." That young man has often told me since
that, that one sentence has helped to transform his
whole nature.
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